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Dear Waterbury Students, Families and Community Members, 

A new school year brings returning students, new students and new opportunities for learning and 

growing. As I welcome you to the new school year, I extend an invitation to be an engaged partner with 

Waterbury Public Schools so that, together, we realize the commitment of giving Waterbury’s greatest 

natural resource, its children, the ability to realize their potential and leave us college and career ready at 

the end of their educational journey with us. We have the responsibility as well as a long standing 

tradition of addressing the needs of our students so that they become well informed citizens ready to 

change the world and that legacy will continue!  

Please plan to attend the Back to School Rally on the afternoon of August 20 from 1:00 to 4:00 at the 

Library Park. This event, supported by Mayor O’Leary’s office and the Board of Education and 

coordinated by the Youth Services Truancy Prevention Program, is an opportunity to begin the school 

year as a community and to learn about afterschool programs and educational and social service programs 

that are available. Mayor O’Leary is also participating in the Ice Bucket Challenge to support efforts to 

raise money and awareness in fighting ALS, Lou Gehrig’s disease.  Mayor O’Leary and others will 

participate in this event at the Back to School Rally. Refreshments will be served so please plan to join us 

as we come together as a community to support a worthy cause and launch the most successful year yet 

for Waterbury Public Schools.   

We have spent the summer preparing for the return of our students and we look forward to sharing new 

initiatives with them. Be assured that all of our decisions and plans are based on what is best for children 

and in the belief that all of our students can reach their potential. Our school buildings are ready to 

welcome our students and the excitement is growing. Everything is in place and we are looking forward to 

the successes and great things that will be a part of this school year. It is a year of great ambition and 

promise.  

I believe it was Henry Ford who said, “If you think you can do a thing or you think you can’t, you’re 

right.” I know that we can and that we will keep the promise of providing educational excellence to each 

of the students who fill our classrooms. On behalf of the Waterbury Public Schools, I thank you for your 

support of our schools and, on a personal level, I extend my gratitude for the opportunity to lead the 

district and work with each of you. Welcome back! 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dr. Kathleen M. Ouellette 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

Dr. Kathleen M. Ouellette 

Superintendent 

Waterbury Public Schools 

 


